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This morning the Subcommittees on Intergovernmental 
Relations and Executive Reorganization and Government Research 
conclude joint hearings on legislation to direct the Federal 
Government’s efforts against drug abuse. 

I think: it is appropriate that today, our last day of 
hearings, our witness will be Doctor Jerome Jaffe, who has been 
tapped by the President to direct, the national drug effort. 

Before vie hear from Doctor Jaffe, I would like to 
make a few observations about what we have heard so far. 

First, we have seen the scope of the heroin epidemic 
afflicting our Nation, an epidemic that has ruined the lives of 
between 250,000 and 300,000 Americans. And we have heard from 
some of its victims. 

Second, these hearings have demonstrated the failure 
of the Government 1 s responses to the heroin plague. 

The fact remains that heroin is still too easily avail- 
able in too many places. 

And the fact remains that Federal, State and local pro- 
grams- together are reaching just a small percentage of America’s 
addicts. 
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Third, concerning the legislation before us, these 
hearings have made it clear to me that the drug abuse will not 
be controlled by the mere creation of a new office, no matter 
where it is placed. And it would be deceiving the American 
people, and unfair to Doctor Jaffe, to imply that it would. 

We need new ideas and n ew approaches to combat tie drug 
problem. But most of all, we need the willingness on the part of 
the Administration and the Congress to devote the resources ne- 
cessary to deal with the problem. 


For my part, I am more and more convinced that the 
legislation that finally emerges from the Congress should be of 
the order of the legislation that Senator Hughes and I, with Sen- 
ators Javibs and Williams, introduced last month to reform the 
entire Federal attack on dangerous drugs. For whatever bill 
emerges from the Congress must contain, as that bill does, hun- 
dreds ol millions of new dollars to do the research and develop 
the programs that are needed to fight the war against narcotics. 

Fourth, we can take little solace in the fact that 
Doctor Jaffe 's initial report upon his return from Vietnam indi- 
cated that the drug problem among our servicemen in Vietnam may 
not be as severe as other reports have indicated. Whether among 
our servicemen in Vietnam or among any other population, an addic- 
tion rate of 4 1/2 percent is an astronomically high figure. 

If, for example, we had a -4 1/2 percent addiction rate 


among service-age men in this country, the number of addict-, to- 
day would be seven or eight times what we now estimate. 

Finally, three weeks ago the Attorney General promised 
that Administration witnesses would testify in Executive r.errior, 
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concerning the complicity of Vietnamese* Thai and Laotian mili- 
tary and civilian officials in the drug traffic in Southeas t 
Asia. On July 9* Senator Ribicoff and I* acting as Chairmen of 
these Subcommittees* invited the Attorney General* Secretary of 
Defense Laird* Secretary of ,3tate Rogers* and CIA Director Helms 
to appear at the earliest possible date to discuss these alarm- 
ing allegations. ^ 

I regret to report this morning that although three 
weeks have passed* we have not received an affirmative response 
from the Administration to that request. In fact* the only re- 
sponse we have received at all is a letter from an Assistant to 
Secretary Laird which said: n This is to advise you that there 
are no personnel in the Department of Defense qualified to testi- 
fy in regard to the problem of international dru^ traffic and we 
will* therefore* be unable to provide a witness as you have re- 


quested. " 

I am perplexed by that response froin the Department of 
Defense. It is hard to believe that a Department that has sent , f 

k ;\~ e( - 

2 1/2 million men through Southeast Asia and whose top officials* Y" 
have supplied the U.S. Ambassador in Saigon with a list of high- 
ranking Vietnamese officials it suspects of involvement in heroin 

■ — * '• • x ' vA-' 

-trade* cannot come up with even one official who can discuss the 
heroin traffic in Southeast Asia before these two* Subcommittees . 

I do not believe these Subcommittees are asking too 
much when we ask Administration officials to testify before us 
about a matter of utmost concern to our constituents. I believe 
the American people and their elected representatives have a 
right to know what is behind the nefarious heroin traffic that 
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is infesting our servicemen in Southeast Asia and destroying our 
cities and towns at home. I am dismayed at the reluctance of 
the Administration to tell the American people and the Congress 
the facets about this matter. 

These Subcommittees have moved expeditiously to con- 
sider the President's legislation. We have done so in the spirit 
of complete cooperation. I think it incumbent^upon the Adminis- 
tration to display the same kind of cooperation in responding to 
our request for an Executive Session. 








— -w ' V. . 
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5. (Confidential - JMM) Mr. Egil (Bud) Krogh, of the White House 
staff, returned my call of yesterday regarding the still outstanding request 
of Senators Muskie and Ribicoff for the appearance of the Director, along 
with Secretaries Rogers and Laird and Attorney General Mitchell, to testify 
on the complicity of prominent Southeast Asian officials in the drug traffic. 

Krogh said Muskie had just "torn us to shreds" for failure to reply earlier. 

I told Krogh that we had been concerned over the delay in replying to the 
request (of 7 July) and told him of a draft response we proposed to send at 
once. He asked that we defer this until we could have an interdepartmental 
meeting to decide who should respond for the Administration and what line 
they should take. 

6. (Confidential - JMM) Gordon Liddy, of the White House staff, 
called as a follow up to my conversation with Mr. Krogh to ask our attendance 
at a meeting at 3:30 this afternoon in the Executive Office Building where 

Art Downey and John Lehman, NSC staff, Wallace Johnso^^ustice. and 
John Inge r soil of BNDD, would participate. I suggested - 
accompany me to which Liddy agreed. 

7. (Confidential - JMM) After discussing the above with the Director, 
and HI^H I called Mr. Liddy to say that we felt it important that a 
State Department representative be present since the matter of identifying 

by name prominent Southeast Asian leaders was one which should primarily 
be of State Department concern. He thanked me for the call and said he wou 

consider it. 

8. (Confidential - JMM) Bill Burke, in the district office of 
Representative Robert A. Roe, called to say a constituent of Mr. Roe's, 

was missing on a vessel, "The Elizabeth" belonging to the 
■■■family which had disappeared without a trace last April en route from 
^^^Lauderdale to La Guaira, Venezuela. Burke said the vessel was a 12, 000 ton 
LSM flying the Panamanian flag, with a crew consisting of Venezuelans, Cubans 
and Colombians, and had been due in La Guaira on 10 April. Although th^oast 
Guard,: Interpol and State Department have investigated without results, 
brother Benjamin suspects the vessel may still be afloat in the Caribbean, 
possibly incaCuban port. He said the Congressman would appreciate any 
information the Agency might be able to develop on the subject. 
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White HousfrBudKr^gh' Wflc^SgSSn?* response ^*» r ^« St£r ° m 

1 was LTeedtJt an Administration witness would agree to appear hut not 
toTevea! raw and unconfirmed inteiligence on the. subject an I tot since the 
nrnblem was of primary concern to the State Department, a Departme t 
officer probably Marshall Green, should be the Administration's spokesman. 

See White House Memorandum for the * ecord ‘ Kissinger’s staff, approved 

Following the meeting, John Lehman, of Dr. Hissing ’ £ cating 

a draft response for the Director to send Senators Muskie and Ribicoff, ^eating 

that the Agency was supporting responsible XerZly. 

problem and they would be communicating with the Senators separat y. 


and I attended a meeting in the 



11 (Unclassified - GLC) Timothy Bryant, who identified himself 

as a research assistant on the Cabinet committee for Spanish speaking peop e, 

called and requested on behalf of the "‘^‘‘“^overnd 

and grades of all Spanish speaking people m grade GS-15 and abo^e ana 

similar information on all persons with Spanish “ 2 , 

what the purpose of this information was and he could not be s P e ^ lflC ° 
than to sav be had been instructed to obtain this information for the White 
House. 1 told Bryant we did not normally provide this informatron and I 
.. j .• f n f tVg CIA Act which exempts the Agency from reporting 
°requireme“t» I sugge^ed he advise his Supervisors of his conversation 

with me and let me Sow if he had any further problems. Bryant sard he 
expected none t 
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